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SHEPHERD'S
VOICE

INDEPENDENCE DAY

Soon we will celeberate the Independence
Day of our country. On that joyous day let us
pledge our lives and our love to our Mother
Land. Let us rededicate ourselves to the
service of our country and our people. Let us
resolve that we will not fail to make our
contribution to the work of nation-building;
that we will strain our every muscle and
expend every ounce of our energy to create
an Indian society where there is equality and
Justice, peace and harmony, progress and self-
reliance; that we will collaborate with all
people of good will to create a kingdom of
God here. In that kingdom there will not be
walls of prejudice, but only bridges of
understanding; there will not be the cancer of
doubt, but only a healthy trust. In that society
sadness will give way to gladness, weeping
and lamenting to singing and dancing; doubt
will be replaced by faith, and despair by hope.

But how long a time must pass before such
akingdom arrives? When will such a society
ever be born? It will begin to take birth in
your heart the moment you can say in all
sincerity Tbelieve in Jesus Christ; I believe in
the Father's love for me and for the world; 1
believe the Holy Spirit's power to enkindle in
my heart the fire of His love'. When the flame
of faith burns brightly in your heart, you will
be able to say with St. Paul, "I can do all things

through Him who strengthens me." Then the
fire of love and the flame of faith will spread
from your heart to other hearts, even as it
spread from St. Paul's heart to Timothy's
grandmother Loi's heart and from her heart
to her daughter Eunice's heart and from her
heart to Timothy's heart.

If the kingdom of God does not mean mere
eating and drinking, but justice, peace and joy
in the Holy Spirit then itis imperative that every
member of that kingdom perform works that
promote justice and peace, and radiate joy.
Pope Paul VI once remarked, "If we wish to
have true peace, we must give it a soul. The
soul of peace is love. Itis love that gives life
to peace, more than victory or defeat, more
than self-interest or fear, weariness or need.
The soul of peace is love, which for us
believers comes from God, and expresses
itself in love for men".

The Second Vatican Council says
somewhere, "In our times a special obligation
binds us to make ourselves the neighbour of
every person and actively helping him when
he comes across our path, whether he be an
old person abandoned by all, a foreign labourer
unjustly looked down upon, a refugee child
born of unlawful union wrongly suffering for a
sin he did not commit, or a hungry person who
disturbs our conscience". When our hearts are
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filled with love, our eyes will not fail to see
injustice done to and violence perpetrated on
our brothers and sisters, our ears will not fail
to hear their agonizing cries for help, and our
conscience will notleave us in peace until we
act in their favour. I wish we could make our
own what Father Camilo Torres said about
himself and his countrymen, "I chose
Christianity because I felt that in it T had found
the best way of serving my neighbour. I was
elected by Christ to be a priest forever,
motivated by the desire to devote myself full
time to loving my country men. As a
sociologist, I wished this love to become
effective through science and technology.
Upon analyzing Columbian society, [ realized
the need for a revolution that would give food
to the hungry, drink to the thirsty, clothing to
the naked, and bring out the well-being of (the
citizens of) our country. I feel that the
revolutionary struggle is a Christian and
priestly struggle. Only through this, given the
circumstances of our country, can we fulfill the
love that men should have for their neighours."
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According to Bible commentator William
Barclay, the Magnificat is the most
revolutionary document in the world. It
speaks of three revolutions. The verse "He
scatters the proud in the plans of their hearts"
speaks of a moral revolution. The line "He
casts down the mighty-He exalts the humble"
indicates the social revolution. An economic
revolution is depicted in the statement, "He
has filled those who are hungry-those who
are rich He has sent empty away."

Our resolve to bring about these
revolutions through peaceful means will be
our fitting tribute to our heavenly Mother
Mary and to our motherland India. May Holy
Mother Mary intercede for us and for the
people of our beloved Bharat. I wish each of
you a very Happy Independence Day and
the blessings of the feast of Assumption.

Jai Maa Mariam! Jai Hind!

g
"4 Raphy Manjaly
(Archbishop of Agra)
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ARCHBISHOP'S ENGAGEMENTS (AUGUST, 2021)

Holy Mass: Holy Communion &

Confirmation, Cathedral, Agra

Journey to Allahabad

Diaconate, St. Joseph's Regional Seminary,
Allahabad

11 Visit to Etah & Bastar

12 Visit to Achalpur & Kasganj

14  Silver Jubilee, Ajay Nagar

15  Visit to Hathras & Sadabad

29 Holy Mass:
Holy Communion & Confirmation,
St. John's Church, Firozabad

With immense joy and profound gratitude

to God and Mother Mary,
We invite you to pray for us on our

Ordination to Diaconate
to be conferred by His Grace

Most Rev. Dr. Raphy Manjaly
(Archbishop of Agra Archdiocese)

on
8t August, 2021
at
' St. Joseph's Regional Seminary
Br. Andrew Sachit Br. Asfms Bedk Prayagraj
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Eucharistic Missionary:

Burn with the Zeal for Evangelisation

A talk given by Rev. Fr. Varghese Kunnath (Director- Sadbhavana) on the occasion
of Priestly Monthly Recollection, on 28th July, 2021.

Who is a missionary?

Missionary is a person sent
on a religious mission,
| especially one sent to promote

| Christianity,to a place where
people have not heard about
Jesus Christ.

A missionary is also known as Evangelist,
apostle, preacher, minister, priest, campaigner,
crusader, champion, converter, promoter,
advocate and proponent.

Definition: "missionary" Not found in
Scriptures "Apostle" translated into Latin is misio,
meaning "a sent one" Selecting and
commissioning is illustrated in Luke 6: 12-160
"and all night He continued in prayer to God.
And when day came, He called His disciples to
Him (probably about 70); and chose twelve of
them, whom He also named as apostles" At
Antioch (Acts 13:1-3) church leaders were
selected and sent.

Characteristics of a missionary -

(John 17:13-19)

1. Ordinary person

2. Called by God

3. Person with God experience

4. Full time ministry of the word and prayer

5. Cross geographical and cultural boundaries
6. Preach the Gospel in unreached places

7. Distinctly driven

8. Especially equipped

9. Ardent love for Eucharist or Life governed by

Eucharist
10. Ready to be hated, persecuted and martyred
for the Truth (The Word of God)

A missionary must be, primarily, a Eucharistic
missionary.

What is Eucharist?

From earliest times, the Eucharist has been at
the heart of the Church worship. In it is celebrated
the memory of the life, death and Resurrection
of Jesus Christ.

The Holy Eucharist is the Sacrament of the
New law, which our Lord Jesus Christ Instituted
permanently. His body and blood, soul and
divinity are contained, offered and received under
the appearance of bread and wine.

The Eucharist is the Catholic Church's
fundamental act of thanksgiving worship of God,
constituting at once a Sacrifice-Sacrament, a
Communion-Sacrament, and a Presence-
Sacrament.

The institution of the Eucharist by Jesus on
the night before his Crucifixion is reported in four
books of the New Testament (Matthew 26:26-
28; Mark 14:22-24; Luke 22:17-20; and
ICorinthians 11:23-25).

According to the Eucharistic doctrine of
Roman Catholicism, the elements of the
consecrated bread and wine are
transubstantiated into the body and blood of
Christ: their substance is converted into the
substance of the body and blood, although the
outward appearances of the elements, their
"accidents," remain.
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The Catholic Church states that the Eucharist
is the body and blood of Christ under the species
of bread and wine.It maintains that during the
consecration, the substances of the bread and
wine actually become the body, blood, soul and
divinity of Christ (transubstantiation) while the

ﬁ

appearances or "species" of
the elements remain (e.g.
colour, taste, feel, and smell). | i

The Holy Eucharistis the | *
very center of catholic
worship, the heart of catholic
life. Because the (catholic)
church believes that the Son of
God is truly present in the Blessed
Sacrament.

Other Names of the Holy
Eucharist:

Blessed Sacrament because it is the
most excellent of all sacraments.

Sacrament of the Altar because it is
consecrated and received upon the
altar

Holy Communion when it is
received by the faithful

Bread of life because it is the
nourishment of one's soul

Holy Viaticum when it is received
during a serious illness, or at the hour
of death.

"The Holy Eucharist is the heart and the
Summit of Church's life for in it, Christ associates
His Church and all her members with His sacrifice
of praise and thanksgiving offered once for all
on the cross to his Father; by this sacrifice he
pours out the graces of salvation on his Body
which is the Church" (CCC 1407).

Eucharist is Communion

The Grace and Mission flows from Eucharist

Eucharist constitutes the community
Eucharist is a sacrament of love (hate the sin
and love the sinner)
Eucharist is a bond between communion and
community
Eucharist leads to God within - '"AHAM
BRAHMASMI'. God In everything and in
everyone.
God as Father and Mother, God as
brother and sister.

Eucharist leads to Prophetic Mission.
Eucharist is to speak against the
injustice as John the Baptist did.

Eucharist leads to Educate, to
Challenge, to Confront and to

Transform.
Eucharist is to be
celebrated inside out.
Eucharist for 24 hours.
From the non-kingdom values to a life
based on Kingdom Values

From personal conversion to social
transformation.
Effects of the Sacrament
1. Unites us with Christ
2. Building up of the Christian
community
3. Separates us from our sins
4. Takes away social or racial
differences
5. Toreconcile and be reconciled to and with
the Church
The Real Presence of Jesus Christ in the
Sacrament of the Eucharist
People have asked number of questions
about the Real Presence of Jesus in The
Eucharist. Some important questions are as
follows.
Why does Jesus give himself to us as food
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and drink?

Why is the Eucharist not only a meal but also
asacrifice?

When the bread and wine become the Body
and Blood of Christ, why do they still look and
taste like bread and wine?

Does the bread cease to be bread and the
wine cease to be wine?

Is it fitting that Christ's Body and Blood
become present in the Eucharist under the
appearances of bread and wine?

Are the consecrated bread and wine "merely
symbols"?

Do the consecrated bread and wine cease to
be the Body and Blood of Christ when the Mass
isover?

Why are some of the consecrated hosts
reserved after the Mass?

What are appropriate signs of reverence with
respect to the Body and Blood of Christ?

If someone without faith eats and drinks the
consecrated bread and wine, does he or she still
receive the Body and Blood of Christ?

If a believer who is conscious of having
committed a mortal sin eats and drinks the
consecrated bread and wine, does he or she still
receive the Body and Blood of Christ?

Does one receive the whole Christ if one
receives Holy Communion under a single form

Is Christ present during the celebration of the
Eucharist in other ways in addition to his Real
Presence in the Blessed Sacrament?

Why do we speak of the "Body of Christ" in
more than one sense?

Why do we call the presence of Christ in the
Eucharist a "mystery"?

Conclusion

By his Real Presence in the Eucharist Christ
fulfils his promise to be with us "always, until the

end of the age" (Mt 28:20). As St. Thomas
Aquinas wrote, "It is the law of friendship that
friends should live together. . . . Christ has not
left us without his bodily presence in this our
pilgrimage, but he joins us to himself in this
sacrament in the reality of his body and blood" (
SummaTheologiae, I1l q. 75, a. 1). With this gift
of Christ's presence in our midst, the Church is
truly blessed. As Jesus told his disciples, referring
to his presence among them, "Amen, I say to
you, many prophets and righteous people longed
to see what you see but did not see it, and to
hear what you hear but did not hear it" (Mt 13:17).
In the Eucharist the Church both receives the gift
of Jesus Christ and gives grateful thanks to God
for such a blessing. This thanksgiving is the only
proper response, for through this gift of himself
in the celebration of the Eucharist under the
appearances of bread and wine Christ gives us
the gift of eternal life.

Let us pray

God our Father, we thank you for choosing
us as Missionary Priests.

Fill us with the qualities of the Missionary.

Fill us with the burning zeal for the salvation
of souls.

Thank you Jesus for the Eucharist. Help us to
live the Eucharist 24 hours of the day.

Fill us with your Holy Spirit to live as
exemplary Missionary Priests for the Glory of
God.

Help me Jesus to offer the Holy Mass as my
First Mass, Best Mass and The Last Mass.

Make this Presbyterium loving, respectful,
sharing, trusting, grateful, encouraging and
appreciating family where we long to see each
other and where we become sensitive to the
needs and feelings of each other. Mary, be with
us always. Amen.
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The Holy Father's Prayer Intention
AUGUST - 2021

Intention for Evangelization - The

Church: Let us pray for the Church, that She

may receive from the Holy Spirit the grace

and strength to reform herself in the light of

the Gospel.
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To those on the Path, Suffering is GRACE!

There was a great
experiment done in the
early 1980s called the
'‘Bio-dome'. It was an
exercise to create the
perfect living environment
for human beings, plant,
and animal life. Ahuge glass dome was constructed
and an artificial, controlled environment was
created with purified air and water, filtered light,
and so on, offering the perfect growing conditions
for trees, fruits and vegetables...and humans.
People lived in the Bio-dome for many months at
atime, and it was wonderful because everything
seemed to do well, with one exception. When the
trees that were planted grew to be a certain height,
they would simply topple over. It baffled scientists
for the longest time, until one day they realized the
one natural element they forgot to recreate in the
Bio-dome: WIND! Trees need wind to blow
against them, which in turn causes their root
systems to grow deeper into the soil, and supports
the tree as it grows taller.

What a great lesson we can take from the Bio-
dome experiment! Who among us doesn't long
for a perfect growing environment with no
disruptions from outside influences? We strive to
avoid the times of contrast and tension, those times
when the challenges of daily life push against us.
When they do, the normal tendency is to curse
them. If the trees could talk, I wonder if we would
hear them curse the wind each time they
encountered a storm. More likely, I believe we
would hear them thank the wind for assisting them
in deepening their root system, enabling them to
grow stronger and taller. That's nature's wisdom
at work!Watch how a tree bends and sways

gracefully when the wind blows against it. It does
not stand rigid, resisting the flow of energy. It does
not push back. The tree accepts the strong wind
as a blessing that helps it grow.

Recently I went through one such gush of
strong winds in my life. My father whom I am most
attached to in this world took gravely ill and in
spite of all possible medication and fervent prayers
of so many caring souls, there seemed to be no
improvement in his health. This sickness of his was
a devastating blow for him as well as for me; as
we both have been a sort of 'control freaks'; who
always needed to feel we had hold of the reins.
And here we were. ..experiencing the space of
not-knowing, of insecurity, of deep physical as
well as mental agony - confused about what
treatment to choose; not convinced that it was
working; not sure if his doctors really knew what
they were doing; not knowing 'if this is it, how
long we have got'; 'what lies ahead'...! Being 'in
this gap' - brought in both of us a growth (through
deep inner pain) towards acceptance of our not
being in charge of life, and to learn what it really
means to truly let go.

Now I can better understand what Jesus might
have gone through during His agony in the garden,
and later on, on the Cross; when for a moment,
He even felt that His beloved Father too had
forsaken Him! Now I know what it means. ..when
even God doesn't seem to be hearing our prayers!
And the answer that God has for us when we go
through such trying times, is too deep and sacred
to be put into words!

In his book, 'Choices in Healing', Michael
Lerner talks of the "creative role in illness is helping
us find our true selves - in moving us forward on
our life paths." He notes that "In a society that has
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forgotten how to meditate while healthy; many
people are guided to deep contemplation of the
meaning of life only through illness."Most of the
people, whose bodies are not crippled or never
became ill, may be in the last account losers, not
winners. They are so comfortable with their body
that they remain identified with the body. But when
one is gravely ill, one cannot identify with the body
anymore; itis too painful. One is forced to separate
oneself from the body and this very separation
will bring witnessing, watching, and deep alertness.

Friends, we may try to avoid what we see as
'negative' experiences in life, yetit's interesting to
remember how a pearl is formed in an oyster. It's
notaproduct of the oyster being in a joyful, positive
and creative mood, but of its being irritated (by a
grain of sand)! Like a tree, we too need the contrast
of the winds of life pushing against us. We too
need to go through devastating moments that make
us sweat blood and hold on to almost nothing. In
such times, we need to remember that infinite
intelligence is the soil, the essential foundation upon
which we grow our lives. Then we can view the
challenges in our lives as blessings. Itis that contrast
that develops our character and deepens our
spiritual roots in the rich soil of being; to be less
identified with our body-mind; to know the truth
of who we really are behind our day-to-day
persona, to be more accepting, open,
compassionate, grateful and detached.

There is no need to seek suffering, but when
we find it, accept it. At times, we create misery
for ourselves out of our unintelligence; by wanting
only days and not nights, wanting only smiles and
not tears. So there is suffering that is useless - if
you create it. But there is a suffering which is
very meaningful - if life gives it to you.

As a mindfulness practice, consider the
following: Take alook at your challenges -- those

times of contrast you may currently have blowing
as gale-force winds in your life -- and give thanks
for them. See them as the wind... and see yourself
as a tree. Then turn to the Source and deepen
your roots into the truth of who you really are.
Those are the times when your taproot draws
its life force from the creator. There is no such
thing as a perfect life. If there were, we could not
survive init. Be thankful Life is as itis! Be flexible...
bend and sway with the wind. Grow deep and
you will stand tall!
Wish you 'transitional’ experience of Good
Friday and 'transforming'grace of Easter!
Sr. Rekha Punia, UMI
Nirmala Provincialate, Greater Noida
TR o TS H SHIA geah! U8 T,
TSh! a1 1 ®RYd SRt SISt o1 |
ST TSR g1 1 Ty § g9 TR,
fredt =1 At 9 H 9% T
STO1 T T19 Y H age T,
B TR Il 9 TRRRT RIS 9 e |
T A ATl SATE i TS Wi T |
forear uiet, s

DATES TO REMEMBER
AUGUST
01 B.D. Fr. Cyril Prakash Moras
04 B.D. Archbishop Albert D'Souza
04 O.D.Fr. John Roshan Pereira
05 B.D. Fr. Sunil Mathew
09 B.D. Fr. Raphy Vallachira
12 D.A. Fr. Joe Vadakkekara
15 B.D. Fr. Sebastian Kollithanam
15 B.D. Fr. Philip Correia
24 O.D. Fr. Peter Parkhe
26 B.D. Fr. Prakash Rodrigues
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The Name 'Yahweh' in Psalms

God is known with a
personal name in the Psalms
and Hebrew Scriptures.
When a personal name
becomes more distinct and
definite, the relationship has
a foundation on which to
develop. The famous story of Moses (Ex 3:13-
15) represents what was no doubt fundamental
also for the Psalms - that God Himself has
disclosed His name "Yahweh' to His worshippers,
therefore bestowing the means for Him to be
invoked (zikri) through all generations. The story
1s probably also best guide to the meaning sensed
in the name (playing on the verb 'to be', hwh/
hyh), appropriate for the One Who Is and Only
Is, the unique, underived reality, the absolute
authority.

The name "Yahweh' occurs no less than 650
times in the Psalms and its short form "Yah' 43
times. Itis usually found at the beginning of the
Psalms of distress (3, 5, 6, 7 etc.) as essential
grace - given word that calls the Saviour into the
encircling darkness. In psalms of praise (not least
in the name's short form in the phrase halelu - yah,
‘alleluia’) it marks the Holy One, who alone is
worshipped. His exclusive role is marked also in
emphatic phrases such as "Yahweh' (and no other)
reign (93:1), "Yahweh is my shepherd' (23:1).

In later times there developed such awe for
the name "Yahweh' such fear of using it unworthily,
that open pronunciation of it was avoided. An
early example of this evidence may be found in
42- 83, where the more general 'Elohim' (God)
is usually preferred - thought to be an editorial
revision carried through about the fourth century
BCE before the blocks of psalms had come

together into their present combination.
Subsequently it became a standard practice (and
to this very day) to pronounce 'Adonay' (the
Lord) wherever yhwh (for Yahweh) was written.
Already the Greek translators (third and second
Centuries BCE) rendered the name throughout
with Kurios ('Lord’, sometimes with the article
or possessive pronoun). This was the practice
inherited by our English Bibles, which generally
have 'the Lord' and in a few special cases offer
'Jehovah', a confused version of 'Yahweh'.

The Jerusalem Bible, emanating from the
academic wisdom of the French Dominicans,
bravely returned to 'Yahweh' throughout. This
procedure is true to the original theology of God
known by name, but must be a struggle against its
strangeness in translation and against the gulf of
millennia in the tradition of usages. For Christians
the wonder of God is known in and through a name
has come to centerin the Lord Jesus Christ, to whom
is given the name above all names (Phil 2:9), here
they find the name and indeed the person that brings
the expression of the One Who Only Is.

Though the avoiding of pronouncing "Yahweh'
in later times was contrary to the very purpose of
the revelation of the name, it was not altogether a
surprising development in view of the theology of
the name reflected in Psalms. The name in effect
seen as little short of God Himself made manifest.
The name itself is praised as, like God, uniquely
holy, powerful, faithful and saving. Revealed
especially to His covenanted people (76:1), itis
also the radiance of His glory which fills the world
(8:1, 9). It is experienced as God's power and
presence abiding in the sanctuary of Zion (74:7)
and reaching from there in salvation (20:1-7).

-Fr. Alok Toppo
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Difference between a Guru and a Teacher...
It's so beautiful and nicely worded that just couldn't resist sharing it.

1. A teacher takes responsibility for your
growth.
A Guru makes you responsible for your
growth.

2. Ateacher gives you things you do not have
and require.
A Guru takes away things you have and do
not require.

3. Ateacher answers your questions.
A Guru questions your answers.

4.  Ateacherrequires obedience and discipline
from the pupil.
A Guru requires trust and humility from the
pupil.

5. Ateacher clothes you and prepares you for
the outer journey.
A Guru strips you naked and prepares you
for the inner journey.

6. Ateacheris a guide on the path.
A Guru is a pointer to the way.

7. Ateacher sends you on the road to success.
A Guru sends you on the road to freedom.

8. Ateacher explains the world and its nature
to you.
A Guru explains yourself and your nature
to you.

9. Ateacher gives you knowledge and boosts
your ego.
A Guru takes away your knowledge and
punctures your ego.

10. A teacher instructs you.
A Guru constructs you.

11. A teacher sharpens your mind.
A Guru opens your mind.

12. A teacher reaches your mind.
A Guru touches your spirit.

13. A teacher instructs you on how to solve
problems.
A Guru shows you how to resolve issues.
14. Ateacheris a systematic thinker.
A Guru is a lateral thinker.
15. One can always find a teacher.
But a Guru has to find and accept you.
16. A teacher leads you by the hand.
A Guru leads you by example.
17. When a teacher finishes with you, you
celebrate.
When a Guru finishes with you, life
celebrates.
Let us honor both, the teachers and the Guru
inourlives...
Happy Gurupurnima!!!

SADBHAVANA DIWAS:

A day for Peace & Harmony
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Schola Brevis held at St. Francis Xavier's
Regional Seminary, Etmadpur, Agra

St. Francis Xavier's Regional Seminary (Masih
Vidyapeeth) reopened as usual on 1st July 2021
amidst the Covid-19 Pandemic. This was
possible only due to the Divine assistance. All
the students returned to their Alma Mater with
full zeal and vigour after their summer vacations.
The new academic year began for the students
of Philosophical study with an annual retreat led
by Rev. Fr. Joseph Rodrigues and Rev. Fr.
Viniversal D'Souza of Agra Archdiocese.

On 12th July 2021 with immense joy and
enthusiasm we commenced our new scholastic
year 2021-2022. We began our day with a
solemn Holy Eucharist presided over by Most
Rev. Dr. Raphy Manjaly, Archbishop of Agra;
concelebrated by our Parish Priest and members
of the staff. During the homily Archbishop spoke
about the working and power of the Holy Spirit
in our lives. His Grace insisted on the need to be
anointed with the gifts of the Holy Spirit, for we
can do nothing without it. After the Holy Mass
we proceeded to 'Pratibha Bhawan' for the
Inauguration Ceremony.

The ceremony commenced with a prayer
song by the seminary choir. The choir added
melody to the event and enhanced the prayerful
ambience. This was then followed by lighting of
the lamp. A passage from the Holy Bible was
read by Rev. Fr. Thomas Quadros (OFM Cap),
followed by a short prayer.

After that Rev. Fr. Joseph Francis D'Souza,
Rector in his message pronounced the new motto
for this academic session i.e. "Be a blessing
through communion with Christ and with one
another”

It was then followed by Rev. Fr. V. J. Thomas,
the Dean of Philosophy who addressed the
student-body with an elaborative and effective
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message. In his message he spoke of the new
courses added and their relevance in our
formation. He also exhorted the students to work
hard this year too and excel in their studies.

Reyv. Fr. Deelip Kumar, The Vice-Rector then
informed the house about the year plans and
events. He urged the staff and students to
cooperte as earlier.

The Chairman Most Rev. Dr. Raphy Manjaly
asked the students to cultivate beneficial habits
and make the best use of all the opportunities
available in the seminary. He said that while
academic achievement is important a person
should also grow in all other aspects of life as
well. His Grace explained that priestly training is
one of the longest trainings in the world. Hence,
seminarians need to possess and grow in required
qualities, such as integrity, service mindedness
and stewardship.

Rev. Fr. Marian Lobo presented a paper on
'Laudato Si' an encyclical by Pope Francis. The
ceremony concluded with the Vote of thanks.

Bro. Conrad Clifford Coelho (MVP)

New Comers' Day, Schola Brevis and
Patron's Day celebrated in SLS

Agra, 21 July. St. Lawrence of Brindisi, our
heavenly Patron's Feast Day was celebrated with
great pomp and show in the Minor Seminary. It
was also a day of New Comers (Benjamins) of
our seminary. We celebrated the day as Schola
Brevis (short school).

We began the day with the Holy Eucharist
offered by His Grace Most Rev. Dr. Raphy
Manjaly, our beloved Archbishop. Fathers from
the seminary and neighboring parishes
concelebrated in this Mass of the Holy Spirit.
Rev. Sisters from neighbouring convents and our
teachers also attended the Eucharist. The new

comers' holding a lighted candle each entered
the Chapel in a solemn procession. His Grace
was welcomed with a traditional Tika, Aarti and
garland. His Grace was extremely delighted, as
it was his maiden visit to his Alma Mater. In his
homily, he asked the students to listen to the
prompting of the Holy Spirit.

i

)N N N

‘fter the Mas, we proceeded to the
refectory, where we were felicitated with a
wishing song. Then the festive cake was cut and
everybody savored it.

This year due to Pandemic only five new
comers had arrived to that day, so we postponed
our photo session. 11 new comers have joined
us till date. His Grace assured us that he would
visit us soon. May St. Lawrence continue to
watch over us and protect us.

Bro. Suman Toppo (House Beadle)
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Archdiocese At/A Glance,

Shepherd's Maiden Visit to
Dholpur Parish

g

Our beloved Shepherd, Most Rev. Dr. Raphy
Manjaly visited the parish of Our Lady of Pilar
at Dholpur (Rajasthan) on 11th July 2021. He
was accorded with a traditional welcome by the
parishioners with aarti and tika. His Grace
celebrated the Holy Eucharist. Fr. Joseph Pasala,
Fr. Alfredo Rodrigues, Fr. Eusebio Gomes and
Fr. Max Gonsalves were concelebrants. On the
occasion of Pastoral Visitation His Grace
conferred the Sacrament of Confirmation on four
candidates namely Nishi David, Nishant David,
Ajeet Joseph and Varghese John. After the Mass
the Parish Priest, Fr. Alfredo presented the Report
of the Parish activities. Then he handed over the
certificates to the Archbishop to be given to the
newly confirmed candidates.

Later, in the parish hall a felicitation program
was organised in honour of His Grace as it was
his maiden visit to St. Francis Xavier's Parish after
taking over as the Archbishop of Agra. The
parishioners felicitated the Archbishop with a
hymn followed by a devotional dance by Nishi
David and two instrumental pieces by Fr. Max
Gonsalves and Fr. Alfredo Rodrigues based on
the songs "Yeh Sham Mastani' and 'Pyar Diwana
Hota Hai' from the film 'Kati Patang.' His Grace

in his speech said that there is so much joy in the
small parish community of Dholpur and it is
vibrant and united and blessed by the Lord. The
program ended with an agape meal.

Fr. Eusebio Gomes SFX, Dholpur (Raj.)

Diaconate Ordination Ceremony held at
St. Joseph's Church, G. Noida
Isa 49:1-7 "The Lord called me from birth,
from my mother's womb He gave me my

name."
AR
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25th July 2021, was one of the most blissful
days for our Church when we, the parishioners
witnessed a sacred and solemn occasion where
Rev. Bro. Kulkant Chhinchani was ordained
deacon.

The Ordination Ceremony took place at St.
Joseph's Church, Greater Noida. The chief
celebrant was Most Rev. Dr.RaphyManjaly, the
Archbishop of Agra who conferred the Sacred
Order of Diocanate through the imposition of
hands and the invocation of the Holy Spirit. Br.
Kulkant took the vow to dedicate his life for
Christ in the presence of Rev. Fr. VinoyPulivelil,
the parish priest, other priests, religious and
parishioners.

Most Rev. Dr.RaphyManjaly explained the
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duty of a Deacon in his homily. He described
that Deacons could baptize; proclaim the Gospel;
preach the homily; assist the Bishop or Priestin
the celebration of the Eucharist; conduct funeral,
assist and bless marriages. They also should
dedicate themselves to charitable endeavours.

Deacon Kulkant expressed his gratitude at
the end of the ceremony, to each and every one
who have been always with him, motivating,
supporting and inspiring him in his journey.

On behalf of the Parish Priest and the entire
St. Joseph Church, Greater Noida Parish,we
want to congratulate, Deacon Kulkant as he is
ordained to do the service of the Lord and this
confirms that he is in the mission of the Lord and
the Lord wants to use him. We wish him all the
best as he starts his new journey of ushering His
people to the Kingdom of God.

"The Lord bless and keep you; the Lord make
his face to shine upon you, and be gracious to
you." Mrs.Raji Andrews

St. Joseph's Church, G. Noida
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Sesquicentennial Jubilee celebration of
fsma Foundation

¥

- 0°
"O come, let us sing for joy to the Lord; let
us shout joyfully to the rock of our salvation; let

us come before His presence with thanksgiving".
2nd of August 2021 was a historic and joyous
day for the Franciscans of St. Mary of the Angels
as sesquicentennial bells rang out their joyous
melody. Yes! It was on this very day in 1871 the
birth of the Franciscans of St. Mary of the Angels,
took place in Angers, in France. The long search
of God's plan for our Mother foundress, Mother
Mary Chrysostom of the Cross, was revealed
through the instrumentality of Msgr. Freppel and
our founder Rev. Fr. Chrysostom OFM.Cap. The
theme for our Sesquicentennial Jubilee Year is -
"Fulfilling and Shaping Mission Anew" (FSMA)
St. Mary of the Angels is the name of a little
chapel in Assisi, Italy, also known as the
Portiuncula (a little portion) dedicated to the
Blessed Virgin Mary. There is a legend that the
people of the surroundings used to hear the chorus
of Angels at night. Hence this chapel came to be
known as "St. Mary of the Angels." This little
chapel became the favourite centre of prayer for
Francis and it was here the Saint heard the call
to leave everything to follow his Master. This
chapel became the cradle to the Franciscan
Order. Hence very dear to our Founder, who
chose this name for our Congregation. August 2
is also the feast of Portiuncula chapel in Italy.
To mark this event we the community of Our
Lady of Fatima, had a solemn Eucharistic
celebration presided over by Rev. Fr. Sunny
Kottoor, the Dean of Aligarh, concelebrated by
Rev. Fr. John Roshan Pereira, the parish priest
and other preists of St. Fidelis Church, Aligarh.
As we thank the Lord for His countless
blessings. Let us ask the Lord to renew our lives
so that we may go back to the origin and roots
of our Foundress so as to re- dedicate our lives
to Christ in the service of humanity with renewed
vigour and enthusiasm. -Sr. Jeril, FSMA
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Schola Brevis held in St. Joseph's
Regional Seminary, Prayagraj

The Academic Year 2021 of the St. Joseph's
Regional Seminary was officially inaugurated with
the Schola Brevis on 9th July 2021. The Mass
of the Holy Spirit was offered by Most Rev.
Raphy Manjaly, the Archbishop of Agra, along
with the new Rector Rev. Fr. Wilfred Moras and
staff members in the Seminary Chapel. During
the Mass there was the Rite of Admission to
Diaconate for 9 brothers who were found worthy
candidates for the Sacred Order of Diaconate.
During the homily the prelate exhorted the
Brothers to invoke the Holy Spirit every day and
continually warp themselves with the virtues and
gifts of the Holy Spirit. Later Schola Brevis
ceremony was held at Angelopoly, Conference
Hall of the seminary. The Archbishop presided
over the gathering, Rev. Fr. Pius Thekemury, SJ
from Shanti Sadan, Jesuit Formation House,
Allahabad, was the key note speaker. The Rector
in his annual address, presented the Report of
the previous year's activities and exhibited the
Vision, Mission and Formation program for
future priests in North India. The guest speaker
in his key note address displayed the symphony
of holistic spirituality where, the life of Christ is
lived in the life of each individual faithful. The

NEWS
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Archbishop congratulated the staff and students
for all the achievements and wished that the
seminary forms, dynamic priests for the Church
in North India.

His Grace expounded the mystery of holistic
spirituality as a pre-condition for a seminarian,
soon to be priest. The Dean of Studies Rev. Fr.
Leo Tolstoy proposed the vote of thanks and
distributed the annual hand book to the Brothers.
The ceremony concluded with the seminary
anthem ' YRA W I T oI b & a6’

Bro. Ashish, SJRS, Allahabad
r you did to the least of my...

a

Whateve

T

gra, 15 June. Once again Christian Samaj
Seva Society (Reg.) came forward to support
and help our poor and needy families of St.
Mary's Church, Agra.

The lockdown and Corona virus really broke
the lives of many people. The people are still are
suffering and facing financial and other various
types of difficulties in their daily lives.

Our Society helped these families with some
food and essential commoditiesi.e. 10kg (each)
atta & rice, 5 kg. (each) daal and sugar, 1 kg.
vegetable oil and garam masala to each family.

Present Pandemic period has been a testing
time for all us. May the Lord help us to listen
His words and respond to it- "When I was
hungry..." -Rowena Silvera, CSSS, Agra
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* Cassocks & Habits

* Wedding Gowns é:,_;"-%} R—'V.‘:Ié;é

* Ueils ¥ i RS
* @ouquets ‘.' ( “&7“\_@ ‘r_ 4
* Brooches G AR,
* Baskets \‘: @Q".ﬁj’-:'

* Crown & tiaras
* Church Qoods
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FSMA Sesqmcemenmulluhllee, Aligarh™ Whole nghl with Ihe I.ord thedml Vianney!Day;iSt\ Maryis Church, Agru

Wiaculate Conception Church, Agra rf’
1 % . With immense joy and profound g\“J
Eucharistic Celebration gratitude to God and Mother Mary, 3 ol
By! Most. Rev. Dr. Raphy Manjaly we invite you to pray for us on our ) A
_15-08-2021 Ordination to Diaconate
to be conferred by
Day: Sunday His Grace Most Rev. Dr. Raphy Manjaly £

Time: 6:30am. & 6:00pm.

Archbishop of Agra on 8" Aug, 2021,
at St. Joseph's Regional Seminary,

Prayagraj
Br. Andrew Sachit s Br. Asime Beck
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The Manager, Principal, Staff & Students of
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